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DearMs. Gunn:

This letter is to noti1~,ryou ofmy objectionsto theproposed80-acreexpansionof
theWasteManagementLandfill inKankakeeCounty,

Evidencepresentedathearingsheldin NovemberandDecember2002clearly
documentedthatWasteManagement’sproposalclearlyfailed to two oftheninecriteria
governinganapplicationfor asolid wastelandfill

- Ofcritical concernto meis thefailure oftheproposalto meetCriterion2, which
addresseswhetherthepublichealth,safetyandwelfare~ protected.

WasteManagement’sproposedexpansionis situateddirectlyoveraheavilyused
regionalaquifer.Theaquiferis consideredarechargearea.Althoughit is not aregulated
rechargearea,it shouldbe dueto thecritical roleit playsinourdrinking watersupply.
Thisaquiferfeedsinto thenearbyIroquoisi~Jver.‘The Iroquoisjoins theKankakee1~ivera
fewmiles down.TheKankakeeRiveris thethird-cleanestriver in Illinois andis the
primarysourceofdrinkingwaterfor morethan60,000peopleinkankaleeCounty.in
addition, ConsumersIllinois WaterCompany,our localproviderofwater,hasenteredinto
anagreementto pIpeKankakeeRiverwaterasfar northasUniversityParkin Will
County,whichis approximately30 miles away.

It is not aquestionof if, but aquestionofwhen,a landfill will leak.No testimony
wasenteredrefutingthatinformation.Situatingthis landfill on top ofthis heavilyused
aquiferposesalong-termthreatto thehealth,safetyandwelfareofthecitizensof
KankaleeCounty.Onceacontaminantinfiltratesanaquifer,thegeniehasbeenlet out of
thebottle.Thecostoftrying to remedythis wouldbeprohibitive, let alonetherisksof
exposingfuturegenerationsto toxic chemicals,someofwhoserisk factorsareunknown
today.
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Newtechnologies,includingclosedioop gasificationandthermaldepolymerization
processing,arerapidlycomingonline or in advancedstagesofresearchanddevelopment.
Weareonthe thresholdofbreakthroughsthatwill rendermassiveregionallandfills
obsolete.Theprudentcourseofactionat this time is to exploreandexpandthese
technologies.Situatingmoreregionallandfills for short-termeconomicgain, atthe costof
costly, long-termenvironmentaldamagewill do greaterharm.No matterhowmanyliners
areproposed,thebottomline is thatliners tearandeventuallyleak.Our greatestnatural
resource,theKankakeeRiver, deservesto beprotected.

Having satthroughhoursoftestimonypresentedby bothsides,theevidence
presentedclearlypointedto thelong-termhazardsthis developmentwill create.Under
questioning,testimonyby expertwitnessCharlesNorris, ahydrogeologist,indicatedthat
theproposedexpansionis “absolutely”situatedaboveaheavilyusedaquifer. This
proposalnot only is contradictoryto Criterion2, but alsoto Criterion 8, whichmandates
that anyproposedsolidwastelandfill conformto thecounty’ssolid wasteplan.

TheKankakeeCountySolid WastePlanclearlyprohibitssituatinga solidwaste
landfill aboveornearagroundwaterrechargezoneor aheavilyusedaquifer.Althoughthe
aquiferis not aregulatedrechargearea,it clearlyis heavily used,asit is partofthe
drinkingwatersupplyfor themajorityofKankakeeCountyresidents.TheWaste
Managementproposedlandfill expansiondirectlyandclearlycontradictsourSWP.Andat
thispointin time,thereis no foolprooftechnologyto dealwith failuresof liners.

In addition,theproposalalsofails to meetCriterion 8, whichrequirespublic
involvementin thesiting ofa solidwastelandfill. As amemberoftheKankakeeCounty
Board,I canattestto thefact thatseveralsecret,closed-doormeetingswereheldbetween
certaincountystaffmembers,ahandfulofcountyboardmembersandWasteManagement
representatives.Thisproposalwasthendumpedin ourlaps.

I urgeyouto denyapprovalofthisapplicationandprotectournaturalresources
for generationsto come.

Regards, ,ifl

(L ~&~V
AnnBernard,
Member,KankakeeCountyBoard


